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a law fixing definitely the position and privileges of
the Holy See should be passed before the seat of
government was moved to Rome. Recognizing the
peculiar relations of the Pope to other States, the
ministers proposed to make this law one of interna-
tional bearing, so that it would have an effect analo-
gous to that of a treaty, but they yielded to the firm
opposition of the Left in the Chamber, and the act
was finally passed as a piece of domestic legislation.1
This is the celebrated Law of the Papal Guarantees,
which was enacted in May, 1871, and remains un-
changed at the present day. Its object is to insure
the freedom of the Pope in the exercise of all his
spiritual functions, and for that purpose it surrounds
him with most of the privileges of sovereignty. His
person is declared sacred and inviolable; assaults or
public slander directed against him being punishable
like similar offenses against the King. Public officials
in the exercise of their duties are forbidden to enter
his palace or its grounds; and the same exemption
applies to the place of meeting of a Conclave or (Ecu-
menic Council. Searching any papal offices that have
solely spiritual functions, or confiscating papers there-
from, is prohibited, and it is provided that priests
shall not be punished or questioned for publishing,
in the course of their duties, the acts of the spiritual
authority of the Holy See. The Pope is accorded the
honors of a sovereign prince, and persons accredited
to him enjoy all the immunities of diplomatic agents.
He is guaranteed free intercourse with the bishops,

1 Petruccelli della Gattina, Storia d' Italia, pp. 93-94.